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THREE WELL KNOWN AUSTRALIANS 
 

The exhibition Three Well Known Australians will open in 
the Mundaring Museum on Wednesday 9 March 2022  
and will be displayed until 19 April 2022.  
Sydney artist Martin Shaw painted Three Well Known 
Australians in 1982; he sparked a guessing game that 
has entertained and intrigued generations of 
Australians. This enigmatic artwork has travelled 
to galleries, libraries, and public halls non-stop since that 
time, inviting viewers across the nation to guess the 
identity of the figures it depicts.  
Selected previous suggestions will be displayed and will 
include recent letters from Prime Minster Scott Morrison 
and WA Premier Mark McGowan. Children, 
accompanied by parents/teachers, are encouraged to 
attend to unleash their creative imagination to add to 
this collection of identities. There will also be a small 
activity for young children. 

 
GRANT APPLICATION 

            THANK YOU  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MHHS has recently applied for a grant through National 
Volunteer Week (16-22 May 2022) which is supported 
by Lottterywest. If successful, the grant money will be 
used to fund MHHS volunteers in an evening of  
historical entertainment.  
 

The event includes live theatre and a meal with other 
members of the community . Guests will gain a deeper 
understanding of the history of the Tavern and the 
significance of the preservation of historical sites, 
artefacts and oral histories. Our  volunteers help with 
the research of  our history by trawling through our 
archives, and it seems appropriate to thank them with 
this evening’s entertainment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parkerville Tavern was known in 1902 as The Railway 
Hotel and Alice Ottey, wife of a violent man and mother 
of twelve children, was the licensee selling beer and 
wine.  
When it became more popular a full license was 
granted, and it was leased to W.W. Bramwell. 
 

A strong and independent, pioneering  woman, Alice  
sold land in 1907 and gave a generous proportion to 
Greenmount Road Board for use by the residents of 
Parkerville as a recreation reserve.   
 

The enthusiastic volunteers of MHHS have spent many 

hours sourcing information to help make this event as 

historically accurate as possible. Engaging with other 

community members at this event may encourage more 

involvement with the history 

of the Shire and add to the 

already vast range of skills and 

knowledge that we already 

have. 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land we are on, the Whadjuk and Ballardong Noongar people. 
We acknowledge and respect their continuing culture and the contribution they make to the life of this region. 
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Through recording, oral history preserves the stories 
of individuals who have helped to create the fabric of 
history and whose lives in turn, were shaped by the 
people, places, events, and ideas of their day.  
We have a rich source of history in the Mundaring 
Shire and we are slowly adding to our collection of 
oral histories with several interviews recorded in 
February and several scheduled for March. 
There are now guidelines on file for the collection, 

transcription and storage of histories. Also included 

on file are consent forms for interviewers, 

interviewees, and transcribers. Anyone wishing to 

hear or read the transcripts may do at the SMH upon 

completing an Application to Conduct  Research 

Request.  

Regretfully, we have found this protocol necessary to 

ensure that the integrity of our archives. The Donor’s 

rights need to be respected. Our records are often 

personal recollections  from members of the 

community and we need to make sure that they are 

not going to used for the wrong reasons. The new 

guidelines will help staff at the Society assess if the 

person requesting to view or listen to them has a valid 

reason to do so.                                                                                                                                               

 

                  
 

  
 

 
School children in Western 
Australia were presented with 
a gift to celebrate the 
coronation of Elizabeth II, 
which took place on 2 June 
1953 at Westminster 
Abbey  in London. 
The State Government decided 

to give secondary school 

students New Testaments to 

Protestant children, copies of 

the Four Gospels to Roman 

Catholics and Old Testaments to Jewish children.  

Source: The Western Australian Thursday 7 May, 

1953, page 1. 

A New Testament was kindly donated to the 
Mundaring Museum by a Mount Helena resident. The 
Bible had been presented to Audrey L Fraine who 
attended Midland High School.  
Our Collection Policy is clear that we will only accept 
items that have  been used within the Shire of 
Mundaring. So unfortunately, we could not take this 
Bible into our collection. However, it has been 
donated (with the original donor’s permission) to 
Midland and Districts Historical Society for their 
Collection. 

What a long hot summer it has been but at last 
autumn has arrived. MHHS has been in recess over 
summer and now it's time to put our thinking caps on 
and share ideas to raise the profile of the society. 

'Open All Hours' has now closed. Helen kindly came 

back to help Jan with the breakdown and now 'The 

Three Well Known Australians' are occupying the 

Museum. This show is a little different. Don't miss it. 

It's Budget time at the Shire and we will once again 

raise the importance of establishing a Heritage 

Strategy which will guide staff and councillors in their 

heritage decision making. If you have any opportunity 

to talk to your local councillors, please mention the 

conserving our history.   

Many thanks to Mary R  and Max H for watering our 

garden over the summer. 

MHHS needs your drink containers for our 

fundraising. Just leave them at the Station Master's 

House any Monday, Wednesday or Friday. 

Jeff Murray is our Guest Speaker for Saturday March 

19th at the Boya Centre; his topic is "Unearthing 

Footprints to the Past.” We look forward to seeing 

you there and please wear your mask.  

“Heritage is all the things that make up Australia's 
identity - our spirit and ingenuity, our historic 
buildings, and our unique, living landscapes. Our 
heritage is a legacy from our past, a living, integral part 
of life today, and the stories and places we pass on to 
future generations.” (Australian Government, 
Department of Environment and Energy website)  

President's Report                    

From the Curator’s Desk    

New Testament Donation Oral History 
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                Parkerville Hall 
                     One Hundred Years Old 
Parkerville Hall was built in 1922 using funds raised by 

the local community. The front of the building is 

constructed of brick and the rear is constructed of  

timber with a galvanised roof. The rear of the building 

is rumoured to be the original Parkerville school. The 

hall has had many uses. Socials, dancing, religious and 

sometimes political meetings. The Parkerville Hall is 

home to the Parkerville District WWl Roll of Honour 

which was recently conserved with successful grant 

funding made possible by the Mundaring and Hills 

Historical Society Inc.   It was even used as a “Free 

Lending Library” although it seemed only educational 

books were lent at no cost. Other genres incurred a 

fee.  

 
  

 In 1947, the hall was approved 

for  showing pictures and 
changes were made to 

accommodate regulations for 

picture screening . 

The front of the Parkerville Hall built in 1922 

Your Mundaring 
Mundaring is such a unique location. There are twenty two  
villages making up the Shire of Mundaring. Not all of them have a 
large population, but they all had a reason for being part of the 
Shire. We will start  tell you a little bit about these villages in up-
coming newsletters. 
Beechina 
The townsite of Beechina was gazetted in May 1904 on what had 
previously been Reserve 8595. Sixteen lots classed as ‘Suburban 
Lands for Cultivation’ and ‘Working Men’s Blocks’ were initially 
offered for sale. The new townsite was located adjacent to the 
Eastern Railway line and a siding erected towards the  
northern end of the town.  

     It was first recorded by surveyor P. Chauncy in 1847, when he                    
  was carrying out the survey of the first road to Northam. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
        
 

Beechina Railway Station (date unknown) 

Proposed Beechina Townsite Map (1932)                                                 
       Image courtesy SLWA b1858320_1  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northam,_Western_Australia


 

 

DATE/TIME EVENT LOCATION 

9 March NEW EXHIBITION OPENING 

“Three Well Known Australians” 

Mundaring District Museum 
7225 Great Eastern Hwy 

Mundaring 

19 March 

2pm 

General Meeting Boya Community Centre 
Scott Street 

Boya 

19 March 

3pm 

Talk 
Unearthing Footprints of the Past 

Jeff Murray 

Boya Community Centre 
Scott Street 

Boya 

6 April 

4pm 

Executive Meeting Mundaring Stationmasters House 
3060 Jacoby St 
MUNDARING 

6 May 

9.30am 

NEW EXHIBITION OPENING 

“Made in Mundaring” 

Mundaring District Museum 
7225 Great Eastern Hwy 

Mundaring18 June 

18 June 

2pm 

General Meeting Boya Community Centre 
Scott Street 

Boya 
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                             MEMBERSHIP FEES 
      Senior/pensioner: $15 (Couple $20)  

Single: $25 (Couple $30) 
Company/Institution: $35 

Account: Mundaring & Hills Historical Society   
BSB 633-000 Acc No 122609431 

        Please quote your surname reference 

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW CONTACT DETAILS 
MUNDARING & HILLS HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC 

(ABN 25 028 478 748) 
(08) 9295 0540 | mhhs@mundaringhistory.org | 

www.mundaringhistory.org 

MUNDARING STATION MASTER’S HOUSE 
3060 Jacoby Street, Mundaring 

(PO Box 334,  Mundaring WA 6073) 
MONDAY AND FRIDAY: 9.30am - 4pm 

WEDNESDAY: 9.30am -1.30pm 

   MUNDARING DISTRICT MUSEUM 
7225 GT Eastern Highway Mundaring 
           (Inside the Visitor Centre) 
MONDAY - SATURDAY: 9.30am - 4pm 
            SUNDAY: 10am—2.30pm 

BROOKING ROAD runs for 3 kms south from Strettle Road in Mahogany Creek  to 
Owen Road in Parkerville.  Where it crosses to the north of Gt Eastern Highway it 
becomes the border between the localities of Hovea and Parkerville.  
 

It is thought to be  named after John Sherlock Brooking (1840-1916) who, after  arriving 
in WA in 1871, worked as a surveyor before becoming Acting Surveyor-General in 
1887, then Deputy Surveyor-General from 1890 to 1896.  
 

The town of Parkerville was gazetted in 1895 during JS Brooking’s tenure as Head of 
the Lands and Surveys Department (no Surveyor-General was appointed during this 

      VALE ANN WINFIELD -  Long time Mundaring resident, Ann passed away 11th March. Condolences to Wally and Family 


