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My Antarctic Days - Fion Wiggins

in the 159605, Fon in his
Late twenties, decided
to leavve his warm Derby
existence and join a
small group to spend a
year in Antarctica.
Bons skills as diesa]
mechanic wene essential
iri hiis role in thee life of
an Bolated station in the great south ked, Mat only was he
reqquired to mairntain the vital services that enabled the beam
T liwe i ar exbre e erdranment But the team was tashed

ta build a new base callsd Casey to replace the aging present
bz of Wilkes,

Theee moriths Training were undertaken, including using
explosives, safety in Arctic conditions, power generation,
abseiling and other sunival skills, As misch of the work at the
base would irobve heavy lifting, all of the team nesded ta be
strang and fit,

The Thata Damn saiked from Melbousme on the 10th of lanuary
1465 and so the adventure which would change his life forever,
bsexgan,

The tasks ahead for the team, were to improve Wilks Base to
prowide safe and comfortable [hving conditions while canrying
ourt necessary ressarch projscts and alka building the new base
of Carsery abaout 10 ks awy,

Thee nextt twsebve manths beught mary chalenges, The fierce
sbarms which kashed the base caused all outside wark ta be
delayed, Mear misses ooourmed with crevasses apening up
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urvder vehicles and
diog sleds. A number
of these coulid have
resulted in loss

of lifie bt fiost the
resaurcefulness of the
tearn, Ron has some |
waonderful staries of his
challenges with heavy
appliances rolingin - |
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his mates from orevasses and constnucting the: new station in
hacrstile weeathier,

Cm the Tth of Parch 1964, the adveribure was over as the men
returned home. Fom will tell us hosw the group suppaorted each
other sa far from home in extreme conditions.

These days Ron Wiggins and his wife Sue are lrdng on a rural
property i Mt Helena, With a few frt trees and some sheep to
mewy the grass, they are living the dream.

MNetice of Annual Ganeral Mesting
to be held on Saturday 17 August at the
Boya Community Centre, 135 Scott 5t, Boya
# 2pm
Followed by General Meetig st 2.15pm
Guieest Spseaker Ran Wiggins
at 2Atom
My Antarctic Days™
Ligh refrishimsants will B sorved aar Rons (ai.
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Glen Forrest Bridge Club (crsc)

Theesre is mathing like the warmth of a fire ta warm the cockles
of ono's heart. This is a picture of the lowely fre that will
et you al the sur kavely local bridge duls, Maybe yau have
considered learning to play or to renew your intorest i the
T,

Glen Fomest bridge club, is a frendly and supportive dub that
caters to beginrseds and experienced players. 1tis located at the
Glenfarest Sports Club in Mc Glew Boad. Fees are very modest
and include membership of the Spors Club,

Far begirmers, a very friendly and supportive session s held
on Wednesdsy momings 930 to 1130, People can kearn to
play fram scragch, refresh skills, or just play socially without the
pressure of competition. o need to feel shy, everyone is made
very welcome

Apart from being a very inberesting and challenging game, itisa
great social outhet, meeting and miang with all kinds of people
fram all walks of life. Mary life-time friendships have formed
ower the bridge table.

Regular sessions are held on Monday and ‘Wednesday
aftemoons, kearmerstsocial session Wednesday moming

Ring Romnie 019961710 o look ws up &t olendores
bridgeasustaliaceg.



