Mundaring and Hills Historical Society

Mundaring and Hills Historical Society will
present a talk on CY O'CONNOR AND THE
GOLDEN PIPELINE by Bill Cutler

We will do an explosation of the early life, work, and projects
umdertaken by enginoer O O'Connaor, principally the impact
of his great achievements following the discovery of new
waalth [for some but not alll in the sastern goldfields, and
the establishiment of the significant towns of Coalgardie
and Kalgoorks, where great hardship affected the early
PrOspecior.

Douring this pericd of WA's rapid growth O'Connor developed
a special relationship with WaS fest Premier John Forrest,
However, there wene also detractons who put enormaus pressure
o Connot both professionally and persanally,

We will discuss and debunk seme of the myths surmourding
CrConnar, and the enduring lsgacies left behind by a bnlliznt
bait soemetimes troubled man,

This is the stary of Western Australiss fiest golden years of
development, and the period when the state came of age in the
1805 and earky 1900s,

Cuir Speakir, Bill Cutler, was born on the pipeline at No 7Purging
Station, Glgal, and lived his =arly life and schooling as a pipsine
kid, His father waorked his entire life an theee of the Croonnen
built steam pumping stations, incuding Mo 2 Pumping Station,
firstly a5 a firernan, and Later a greaser,

Bill is a 43 year career banker senving in Western Australia as
well 5 overseas postings in Fii, Hong Kong, Singapore and

farch 2024 - Dardingban Aevies:

Landon. He retived in 2002, and amongst other things became a
woluriteer bour quide with the Rational Trust, specfically locking
aifter visitors To the Trust's sheam posvered Mo 1| Pumping Staticn
at Mundaring Weir.

Bill is also interested in early Australian colonial history, being
a direct blogdine descendant af two First Fleet corvicts wha
arived with Captain Arthur Phillip at Sydney Cove on lanwary
26th 1788, He is oureently Vice-President of the West Australian
Chapeer of the Fellowship of First Fleeters.

Saturday 16th March
245 pim
At Boya Community Centre, 135 Scott Streat, Boya
Afternoon Tea supplied for a gold coin donation



